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SETTING UP THE FIRST TEACHING HOURS
OF THE LANGUAGE COURSE
IN THE HOST COUNTRY



e
STEPS FOR SETTING UP
THE FIRST TEACHING HOURS

The school in the host country must be open and
hospitable to refugee children and provide them with
peace of mind and security, so that they feel nice and
able to create In collaboration with their classmates.
Whether in mixed classes or in refugees-only classes the
aim 1S to Integrate refugee children into school
normality and to offer them language skills and
knowledge so that they can attend the school
curriculum.



a) Features of the teaching material

When organizing his/her material the teacher should
consider the particular features of the pupils:

- living conditions

- cultural environment

- system of values

- way of writing: from right to left



Therefore, the material should be

« suitable for the intellectual, psychological, linguistic and
cognitive level of the refugee children, in order to help
them to integrate smoothly into the school and social
environment.

 graded and organized at different levels, so that they
can assimilate the knowledge of the host language and
gradually pass from oral speech to comprehension and
writing.



- tailored to their interests, so that it is pleasant, it
attracts their attention and it develops their creativity in
the context of experiential teaching.

- tailored to their needs, so that it creates real-life
conditions in the classroom, offering the opportunity to
use the host language Iin a specific communication
context.

* pupil-centered and with emphasis on team work, so that
there is creative interaction and cooperation between the
pupils by enhancing the refugee children cognitively and
socially.



b) Contact with oral speech

The first lessons should focus first on understanding and
then on producing oral speech. Besides, refugee children
often take over the dealings of their parents or of elderly
people who have problems of communication. This stage is
pre-reading, however it gradually begins to introduce

refugee children into the organization and function of
written speech.



Subject matters: The most appropriate modules for
practicing oral speech with common vocabulary and simple
syntactical structure are the following:

e greetings (good morning, hello, how are you?)

* Introductions (what’'s your name? My name is...)

* Instructions (how much does it cost? where is it?)

« everyday activities with communicative context

Of course, one could begin (e.g. with greetings) by using the
mother tongue of refugee children in the context of respect
and dialogue between cultures, so that the transition to the
use of the host language becomes easier and more friendly.



Teaching methods:

experiential teaching, diversified teaching and team
work are appropriate at this stage, so that refugee children
can feel active members of a team both in mixed and in
refugees-only classes. Moreover, particularly in the first
lessons in mixed classes the institution of the mentor pupil
IS Important, because it will help the refugee child to adjust
to the class and to the educational system of the host
country. Finally, the teacher should talk slowly, use short
and simple sentences, choose and stress the proper words
and combine them with movement, so that the lesson is
clear and easy to understand.




Visual material: The use of pictures or objects familiar
to the refugee children facilitate the understanding and
learning of the host language. The identification of the
visual representation with its written form (signifier-
signified) is helpful too. Thus, the pupils

* see the picture
* hear the word (how it is pronounced) and
* sSee how it is written



Activities: After making first contact with the new oral
knowledge, the pupils will practice with it in a pleasant way.
The dramatization or the team work Is sure to

« strengthen the class atmosphere

« give the leading role to refugee children
* boost their self-esteem

* help their socialization



c) Contact with written speech

After the first lessons and their contact with oral speech
and basic communication functions, the refugee children
will get to know the written speech. The pupils learn
language types in a certain order, so all new knowledge
must be based on existing knowledge. Initially, they begin
with learning nouns and verbs and their use. Then they
practice on expressions with simple structures, which
gradually become more complex. Finally, by building
sentences they produce written speech and develop their
creative skills.



d) Setting up one teaching hour (45 mins)

One teaching hour usually comprises certain stages. Of
course in a class of refugee children, which has particular
cognitive, educational and social needs, the teachers
adapts his/her teaching to the individual needs of each
pupil and the needs of the class as a whole. Besides, these
changes make teaching more interesting and effective for
the pupills.



Setting goals: this plays a key role for every teaching hour.
It Is Important to set clear and feasible goals, so that
teaching can have visible results. The objectives must be
cognitive and at the same time they need to serve the
Integration of the pupils into the class.



Lesson stages (45 mins)

 Launch-Connection with previous knowledge: Building on
the pupils’ experiences and connecting with previous knowledge
are prerequisites for providing new knowledge. (3 mins)

* Presentation of the content: Presentation of the lesson with a
series of strategies designed to make it understandable to
pupils. (10 mins)

* Practice of the pupils: Pupils practice in what they have been
taught individually or in groups. (10 mins)

 Feedback: The success of the learning process in relation to
the acquisition of new knowledge is evaluated. (10 mins)

« Expansion: The pupils create original participatory activities
based on their new knowledge. (12 mins)



TEACHING SCENARIO
IN A REFUGEES-ONLY CLASS

LEVEL A1-

LESSON 3



SETTING GOALS

1. The refugee children should get to know the vocabulary
of an everyday activity -buying at the kiosk- so that the
school may relate to it and help them.

2. On a cognitive level the refugee children a) should
learn basic words of Greek, b) should distinguish between
singular and plural (nouns, verbs), c) should learn
numerical adjectives.

3. The refugee children should pronounce and then read
and write these words.

4. The refugee children should learn to use these words
through dramatization by working together and
developing their imagination in class.



a) Launch-Connection with previous knowledge: First comes a
greeting, familiar to the pupils. Then the lesson begins with posting

worksheet 1 on the board, featuring a familiar image to the pupils. (3
mins)

WORKSHEET 1
BUYING AT A KIOSK




b) Presentation of the content. There follows the
posting of worksheet 2. The teacher presents the new
knowledge by placing emphasis on oral speech and
focusing on the set goals. (S)he alternates strategies
(use of objects, intonation, movement) to achieve a
teaching easy to understand. (10 mins)
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c) Practice of the pupils: The pupils practice on what they have
been taught by filling in worksheet 1 in order to consolidate their
knowledge. (10 mins)
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d) Feedback: The success of the learning process is
evaluated as regards the acquiring and consolidation
of new knowledge. The pupils repeat the new words
and write them on the board. (10 mins)



e) Expansion: Based on worksheet 2 the refugee children play roles using their new
knowledge. So they practice oral speech, communication and they create freely by
acquiring cognitive and social skills. (12 mins)
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